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  9 replies ›

Nit picky comment: using the word “crash” instead of accident is

considered to be more neutral, whereas using the descriptive

“accident” implies some combination of:

no one was at fault

could not have been prevented

these things just happen and we should accept them

*shrug*

which is mostly not the case.

The consumer investigation focused on fines, but there’s a safety

issue here that shouldn’t be ignored. Based on what the traffic

camera video showed, the driver would’ve had to be looking

upward instead of directly ahead of him like any driver would do.

By the time he noticed the arms lowering, he couldn’t have

stopped safely before reaching the tracks (or coming

dangerously close). This is why having the traffic signal on the

near side of the tracks is important as well as having it phased

correctly. That way, if the light remains green for some reason,

people are more likely to see the crossing signals behind it.

It appears that only westbound traffic at the intersection has this

problem with signal placement (Google street view is a handy

reference), so at least it’s not as bad as it could be.

Momentum is mass times velocity.

Kinetic energy is mass times the square of the velocity.

A San Francisco Cable Car weighs 7-8 tons. An old PCC trolley
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car weighs 17-21 tons. A single Blue Line car weighs 47-50 tons.

An automobile weighs 1-3 tons. A morbidly obese human being

weighs less than a fifth of a ton.

You do the math, and tell me playing chicken with a trolley car

(or even a cable car) isn’t a profoundly stupid way to earn a

painful death.

This is why we should have quadron gates at Blue Line

crossings. We want to get rid of the “Deadly Blue Line” and

make it the “Advanced Blue Line” like the Expo and Gold Lines

How many train vs. car accidents have there been at the Blue

Line/Del Amo intersection? Blue Line/Firestone? Blue

Line/Slauson? None? Hmm…why is that I wonder???

I don’t think that Metro needs to do any extensive study about

the traffic light issue on Century Blvd. where the Blue Line

crosses in Watts. All someone needs to do is ride the Blue Line

to the 103rd/Watts Station, walk back one long block north, and

just watch — which is exactly what I did this morning.

What they will see is a somewhat complicated street issue, but

one that is adequately signaled to any competent driver, with one

exception. Moreover, these signals are similar to those on 103rd

St. The only difference is the installation of photo-enforcement

cameras.

Drivers going east on Century Blvd. have no problems. Drives

moving north on Grandee Avenue have a circle/slash light below

the traffic signal, which activates when the train crossing lights

and arms activate. The circle and slash in the light are adequately
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lit but the right-turn arrow is not well lit. Nonetheless, the

purpose of the sign can easily be deduced and the railroad lights

and arms are clearly visible.

When drivers moving west on Century Blvd. see the lights

flashing and crossing arms coming down, they do see a green

signal beyond the tracks. The light stays green for about 10

seconds, long enough for drivers who were waiting to turn left

(south) on Grandee Ave. to make their turn (Grandee parallels

the Blue Line tracks on the west side). However, there’s nothing

that should be confusing about this — when the lights and arms

activate, any reasonable driver would stop and wait.

The only confusion might come from drivers coming south on

Graham Avenue, which parallels the tracks on the east side.

Drivers turning west on Century have less time to react to the

train lights and arms and it’s probable that a traffic light on that

corner with a no-right turn signal might cut down on the

confusion.

Well, fer gosh sakes. Interconnect the traffic signals with the

crossing signals so that the former cycle red when the latter are

activated. That, or make human beings more nearly perfect so

that they don’t make careless mistakes. Now, which of those

would be easier…
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When the signal for the train starts the traffic signal to should

change to yellow before the gates start closing. When the

barriers starts to come down the light should turn red. Any cars

that pass through the intersection once the barriers start to

lower should get a ticket. It is all about the timing of the

sequence of the gates closing.

I agree that four quadrant crossing gates are long overdue on the

south LA part of the Blue Line. Still, the existing flashing lights,

bells and arms are hard to miss.

The raised median curbs are pretty wimpy and will not

discourage a testosterone fueled young pickup truck driver –

think K rail.

Some of the crossings could be grade separated as adjacent

properties probably are ripe for redevelopment and use as a

temporary bypass.

C’mon, city of LA, use some of those pennies from the ~$500

tickets.
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